PHILIPPIANS

¢ Ministry of the Saviour

BELIEVERS REJOICE IN

SUFFERING

am catain of onething: The
One who started the good
work in you will bring it to
completion by the Day of Christ
Jesus. Thisis my prayer, that your
lovemay grow evenricher and richer
in knowledge and indght of every
kind, that your love may display it-
sf in greater depth of acquaintance
and more comprehensive discern-
ment, and may thus bring you the gift
of true discrimination to determine
thethingsmogt worthwhileand surdly
sense what is vital and prize what is
excdlent and of red vaue recogniz-
ing the highest and the best and dis-
tinguishing the mord differences thet
you may be untainted and pure and
unerring and blameless with pure
heartsthat you may approach the day
of Chrig without sumbling or caus-
ing others to sumble. Then on the
day of Chrigt youwill beflavlessand
without blame, regping the full har-
vest of righteousness that comes
through Jesus Chrig, totheglory and
praise of God.
| want you to understand and be
assured that my imprisonment has
hel ped and not hindered the cause of
thegospel. | amaprisoner inservice
for Chrigt. Theimperid guard knows
that | am aprisoner because of Chrig.

inside...

| am a prisoner in the service for
Christ..

My brother have derived confidence
inthe Lord because of my chainsand
aremore bold to spesk fearlesdy the
Word of God actingwith freedom and
indifference to the consequences. It

It is a sign of your salva-
tion that you have been
granted the privilege of
believing in Christ and
suffering for him.

is a dgn of your savetion that you
have been granted the privilege of
believing in Chris and suffering for
him.

Some Preachers
have a Party Spirit

omeare preaching Christ for
@no better reason than out of
envy and rivary and grifeor
party spirit, others are doing so out
of aloya spirit and goodwill andlove
of God. Those that preach Chrigt
ingncerely without agood motive do
sofor sdfishmotives. But thegospel
of Chrigt is being proclamed and |
rgoice in it. Whether preaching
comes from one with a wrong mo-
tive or from one with a pure heart, |
know that through your prayersand
abountiful supply of the Sairit of Jesus
Chrigt the Messiah, thiswill turn out
to be ablessing to the spiritud hedlth
and the saving work of the Gospd!.
Let your conduct be worthy of
the gospel of Christ so that | may
know thet you are standing firm, one
in the Spirit, onein mind, contending
as one man for the gospd faith. If
then our common lifein Chrigt yieds
anything to dir the heart any loving
consolation any sharing of the Spirit,
any warmth of affection or compas-
son, fill up my cup of happiness by
thing and feding dike with love for
one another in unity.

Christ the believer’s pattern, rejoicing in lowly service.

Christ the believer’s object, rejoicing despite imperfections.
Christ the believer’s strength, rejoicing over anxiety.




| LOOK FORWARD TO DEATH

y being in prison has caused
@others to be bold and confi-

dent and even a double
anointing of boldness without feer.
For thiswegivethanksdaily. | know
that through your prayers and a
bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus
Chrig the Messiah, this will turn out
for my preservation of spiritua hedth

FORME TO LIVE IS
CHRIST, TO DIE IS GAIN.

and welfare of my own soul and avall
toward the saving work of the Gos-
pd. Thisisin kegping with my own
eager desire and pers stent expecta
tionthat | shal not be put to shamein
anything but that the utmost freedom
of speech and unfailing courage, now
as in the padt, Chrigt will be magni-
fied and get glory and prase in this
body of mine and be boldly exalted
in my person whether by life or by

desth. For metoliveisChrigtolive
inand through mebut to dieisgain of
the glory of eernity. | am hard
pressed to decide what to pray for,
my burning desire is to depart this
world and be with Chrigt for thet is
far far better. But to reman in my
body isboth needed and essentia for
the sake of the church. | am con-
vinced of thisthat | shdl reman with
you to promote your progress and
joy in believing so that your rgoicing
may be more abundant and glorify-

‘| LOOK FORWARD TO BEING WITH
| THE LORD.

PRIVILEGES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
OF CITIZENSHIP IN THE KINGDOM

ou know full wel the privi-

leges and the respongibilities

of being a Roman citizen.
You know full well how even in
Philippi, so far from Rome, you must
dill live and act as a Roman does.
W, remember that you haveahigher
caling than that. Wherever you are
you mudt live as befits a citizen of the
Kingdom of God. You must never
forget the privileges and the respon-
ghilitiesof atizenshipinthe Kingdom
of God. A Chrigian must ever re-
member the kingdom of which heis
a citizen and conduct himself so.

Stand fast, the world isfull of Chris-
tians on the retreat and hide their
Chrigianity when things are difficult
or a least play down their vaues.
The true Christian stands fast, un-
ashamed in any company. Bdievers
must sand in unity asaband of broth-
ers. Let theworld strive and argue,
Chrigians must be one. Never give
up the faith, never abandon hope.
Never have fear. You are magter of
the Stuation through Chrig in you.

ened or intimidated in anything your
opponentsand adversaries, because
such congtancy and fearlessness will
be a clear sgn of proof to them of
their impending destruction but asure

DO NOT FOR A MOMENT
BE FRIGHTENED OR
INTIMIDATED...

token and evidence of your deliver-
ance and salvation and that from
God. For you have been granted the
privilegefor Chrig’ ssake not only to
believe and trust in Him but aso to
auffer in His behdf. This conflict
which you are now involved inisthe
same corflict which you witnessed me
wagewarfarein when | waswith you
andam dill in. But the Grace of God
is exceedingly abundantly able to
overcome until the day that we are
cdled upto bewith Chrigtintheglory
of his presence. | look forward to
being with the Lord.
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REJOICE IN K

y whatever apped thereis
@in our mutual dwelling in

Christ by whatever strength-
ening and consoling and encouraging
our relationship in Him affords, by
whatever persuasive incentive there
isinlove by participation in the Holy
Spirit we share and by whatever
depth of affection and compasson-
ate sympathy. Make my joy full by
living in harmony and being one in
mind and purpose having the same
love being of one accord and of one
mind and intention. Do nothing in
grife or sdfishness or that leads to
unworthy ends but in the true spirit
of humility with lowness of mind, look
a everyone e se asif they were bet-
ter than you are and superior to your-
sf. Look not on your own things
and fedingsand sdf esteem and your
own interest, but be concerned for
the interests of others and their well
being.

The “koinonid’ or fdlowship of
believers begins with sdvation and
thegiving of theHoly Spirit. Wepar-
ticipate in the flowship with other
believers and with the Spirit. Each

Let this
mind be in you
which is in
Christ Jesus.

believer’s conscious experience of
His indwelling and activity is a Sart-
ing point to share the oneness of the
Spirit with fdlow believers in whom
they dl sshare by virtue of their sa-
vation and the indwelling of God in

UMBLE SERVICE

ther life. Such membership requires
their kegping the bond of unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace. Thisis
the basis for Chridtian unity. Itisour
duty to desire a reformation in per-

| sond relationships so that undesirable

traits will be removed and unity and
love will prevail.
Humility before God leadsto hu-

...Carried His obedience
to the extreme of death,
even death on acruel,
painful cross as a blood
sacrifice so man could be
saved.

mility towardsmen. Do not be sdif
centered that you missthe nobletraits
to be seen in others.  Chrigt is the
Supreme example.

The Sevenfold Self-humbling of

Christ Jesus

et the same attitude and pur-

pose and humble mind be

inyouwhichisinChrig. Let
him beyour example of humility. For
our sakes, he became poor. Livein
unity and in harmony, tolay asdedis-
cord as well as sdfish persond am-
bitions, pride, and desire for promi-
nence and humble yourselvesin your
heart with selfless desire to serve.
For Jesuswho did not need to grasp
a beingequa with God because He
haditasaright! Helad it downwill-
ingly for the sake of men. he made a
persond sacrifice in the incarnation

to empty himsdf of the glory of his
divinity. he emptied himsdf of his
deity in order to take on his human-
ity. He took on the form of a ser-
vant-a dave, not to act like a man
but to be ared man. After he had
gopeared in human form, Hehumbled
Himsdf and carried His obedienceto
the extreme of deeth, even death of
the crud, painful cross as a blood
sacrifice for the sins of men thet they
could be saved.
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JESUS EXALTED BY GOD

ESUS who humbled himself
Oand was obedient unto degth

on the cross has been highly
exdted by God and Jesusisaname
above all names. At the name of
Jesusevery knee shdl bow in heaven
andineath. Every tongueshdl| con-
fess that Jesus Christis Lord to the
glory of God the father.

Every tongue shall
confess that Jesus
Christis Lord to the
glory of God the fa-
ther.

Theday will comewhen menwill
cdl Jesus Chrigt Lord, and they will
do soto theglory of God the Father.
All of the work of Jesusin dl of his
eathly life was to glorify God the

Father. Jesus never tried to bring
glory to himsdf but to the Father who
reignsin ultimate supremacy. Jesus
draws men to him that he may bring
them close to God. it was dways
the am of Jesusto focus men’'s eyes
toward God. It then followsthat we
believers should congtantly focus not
on sdf as we follow Chrigt but we
must think of others and not to our
own glory but to the glory of God.

Thethrone of Jesusisnot ariva
to God the Father, but hislordshipis
based on the sovereignty and al pow-
erful will and intention of the Father
who purposed to restore man to him-
sf in Chrig so that he could fellow-
ship with man who had been deansd
of dl snand unrighteousness by His
grace and the atonement of Jesus
Christ.

There is a day coming that an-
gels, men and even demons will join
to proclaim that Jesus ChristisLord.

AN OUTWARD VIEW OF THE INNER
WORKINGS OF SALVATION

ultivate and carry out your

godsand fully completeyour

sdvation with greet enthus-
asm and reverence and awe and with
serious caution being watchful
agang temptation, timidly shrinking
from whatever might offend God and
discredit thenameof Chrigt. Itisnot
to be thought that | have aready
achieved dl this. | have not yet
reached perfection, but | press on
hoping to take hold of that because
of what Christ did for me. All that |
have to say is.  Forgetting whet is
behind me, and reaching out for that

which lies ahead, | presstoward the
god to win the prize which is God's
cdl to thelife above, in Christ Jesus.
L et our conduct beequd withtheleve
that we have dready reached. Day
by day, your life must be more com-
pletdy perfected. What God offers,
man must take. 1t isnever God who
withholds salvation, it is dways man
who robshimsdf of it. The Chrigtian
lifeisajourney towards God getting
closer every day!

Praise God for that day!

There is a day
coming that angels,
men, and even de-
mons will join to
proclaim that Jesus
Christ is Lord.
Praise God for that
day!
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REJOICE IN THE LORD

aul points out two things
about the joy of a believer.
Theindestructibility of Chris-
tianjoy. Evenintheface of persecu-
tion, and possible degth, there is an
indegtructible joy in the heart of the
believer.  In John 16, Jesus said,
“Your joy no man taketh away from
you.” That isbecause your joy isin

theLord. Thebasisfor joy isinthe
continua presence and company of
Jesusin the life of the believer. We
can lose dl of our things and dl of
our family or friends, but we can never
lose Jesus. | have joy because dl of
the threats, problems, and discom-
forts put together can not separate
us from the love of God.

The great saving truths of Chris-
tianity do not change. Wecannat hear
them too often. If you eet bread and
drink water every day, then you must
aso feed your spirit every day that
you grow inthethingsof God. People
want new and unheard of idess at
every turn, but you are saved by
God's grace through faith the same
asdl other believerswere saved and
al future bdieverswill be saved until
the return of Jesus.

Paul is saying that he had everything
that the world wants, power, pres-

tige, family name, wedth, and dl that
goes with the things of thisworld but
thethingsthat were gain, are counted
aslossfor Chrig. Itisbetter tobein
Chrig and in hiswill than to have dl
of the things of this world and dl of
thewedth and fleshly desresthat one
can dream of. He said that he had
those things and lost them for the
causeof Christ. Not only washenot
sad about it, he was in joy that he
had found the onereal and true trea-
sure of a great price which is the
knowledge of Jesus Christ. Without
Chrigt, oneis very poor. With Him,
you havethegreatest treasurethat one
can haveinthisworld and lifetime. If
you have Chrigt, what more is there
and what grester thing can you have
than eternal salvetion?

Thereis nothing to have pride about
inthings or in the kegping of the law,
these were atota loss. Paul is say-
ing that hetried to find righteousness

or aright relationship with God but
could never on his ability build up a
goodness good enough. Then he
gave that up and came to God in
humble faith and found thet fellow-

ship that he had searched for for so
long and had never found. A right
rel ationship with God isnot based on
law but on fath in Jesus. It is not
earned by man but is given by God.

Rejoice in the Lord...
Worship God in the
Spirit...

What things were gain to
me | counted but loss for
Christ.

Beware of evil workers teaching wrong
ideas to mislead true believers

eware of the dogd In the

middle east at the time of

Paul, dogs were wild, feed-
ing on refuse and filth of the dtreets
and without owners. The Bible uses
the word dogs to describe the non—
bdliever and in the Jewish mind, noth-
ing could be lower. This idea is
strange to a culture that loves and
cares for its pets. Paul is saying to
take care not to be fooled by evil
teachers that do not worship God in
Spirit and in truth. Jewish teschers
were teaching that salvetionisby the
keeping of the law while Paul was

teaching thet salvationisavailableand
free to everyone who believes in
Chrigt by the grace of God. Jews
taught the keeping of laws. Paul
taught that the only righteousness
comeshby cadting yourself fredy upon
the grace of God. The other thing
was circumcison which was neces-
sary for the Jewish law. Paul taught
that thetruly circumcised are believ-
erswith an inner spiritua circumci-
son. Chrigtian worship is athing of
the Spirit.
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| PRESS ON TOWARD THE GOAL

nderganding that dl of my
®keeping of the lawv and sdf

achieved righteousness that
can be caled my own, based on my
obedience to the law and ritudidtic
uprightness is rubbish, | possess the
genuine righteousness which comes
through faith in Chrigt, the Anointed
Onethetrue right standing with God

| press on to win the prize
of prizes, which is Jesus
calling us up to be with
Him.

which come from God by faith. My
purposeisthat | may know Him and
that | may progressively become
more deeply and intimately ac-
quainted with Him recognizing and
understanding the wonders of His
person more strongly and more

clearly. And that | may in the same
way come to know the power
outflowing from Hisresurrection that
| may share His sufferings so thet |
can becontinuly trandformed in irit
into His likeness even to His death
that if possble | may attain spiritud

dead. | have not attained this idedl
but | pressonto graspfor that which
Jesus has laid hold of me and made
me His own.

Forget the past and strain for-
ward for what isinthefuture. | press
on toward the god to win the prize

Brethren, together follow my example
and live after the pattern we have set

- epent if you cannot say to new
believersas Paul did, “follow
my example” The time has

come for believers to grow up, ma
ture, and befull grown spiritudly and
have the mind of Chris inus. The
time has come for bdlieversto stand
up for the convictions of your heart
which you have learned by the Holy
Spirit teaching you asyou have stud-
ied the word of God! The time has
come for believers to speak up and
be heard that you are God's army
and you are not letting Satan step on
you . The time has come to wak

true to your confesson, hold on to
what you have and order your life by
it. Gamblingislegd becauseyou have
sded withearthly things. Abortionis
legdl becauseyou have sded with this
world. Chrisianswhofollow thelusts
of the flesh have made themsdves
enemiesof thecross. But | amaditi-
zen of Heaven lifting my banner and
taking my stand until Jesus Chrigt
cals me home.

of prizeswhich is Jesus cdling us up
to be with him.

As a citizen of Heaven,
do | set an example so
that I can say as Paul did,
“Follow my example” to
help you be fully grown
up spiritually and have
the mind of Christ in
you?
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REJOICE IN THE LORD ALWAYS

goice in the Lord aways.
@Hey, I'min prison. Let me

say itagain. Reoicel | know

pens in your life and in every need,
let your request be known to God.
When you do, the peace of God

what | am saying, | have Jesusin my
heart and | rgoice. My joy isinde-
pendent of dl thingson earth because
my source is the continua presence
of Jesusin my heart.. | cannot lose
my joy because | cannot lose Jesus
who indwelsmeand by whose blood
| was made pure to be adopted into
thefamily of God! Let your patience,
softness, modesty, gentleness, and
forbearance beknowntoal people.
Why should man belikethis? Lifeis
short and when the end comes, we
havejoy knowing that wewill bewith
Jesus and we wish to ded with men
inlove aswe hope God will dedl with
us. May God grant memercy not jus-
tice.

TheLordisnear, do not worry about
anything. But in everything that hap-

Cure for Anxiety

eing anxious indicates that
@you think that you have a

problem. If you haveaprob-
lem, then is it because you do not
think that God is able to handle your
problem or isit that you do not trust
himto handleyour probleminthebest
of possble ways? You do not have
to have anxiety in any Stuation be-
calise you can pray about everything
and let God know what you want to
do and remember to give thanks be-
cause Heisnot going to start helping
you tomorrow, He has aready been
helping you and that should give you

which surpasses al human under-
ganding will keep guard over your
hearts and your thoughts in Christ
Jesus. We can take everything to
God in prayer. In everythingwe are
to make prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving.  There is nothing too
greet for God' power and nothing to
little for his love and care. We can
ask for forgiveness, help and direc-
tion. God can givedl three.

Have no anxiety but in
everything let your re-
guests be known to
God....

The peace of God...

—Prayer

courage and faith to know that heis
not going to let you down now ether.

God was in control when he created
creation, heisin control today and if
you wake up tomorrow, it will bein
worldwhereGodisin contral. If you
don’'t wake up, you will find that He
isin control there, too. Enjoy your

peace of mind because it isjust one
more of the gifts of God. You asa
believer know and have a relation-

ship with the dl powerful God.
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FIX YOUR MIND ON THE PURE

hetever is true, whatever is
mworthy of reverence and is

honorable and seemly, what-
ever isjudt, whatever is pure, what-
ever islovely and lovable, whatever
iskind and winsome and gracious, if
there is any virtue and excdlence, if
there is anything worthy of praise,
think on and weigh and take account
of these things and fix your mind on
them.

YOU MUST LOOK TO
THE THINGS OF GOD...
YOUR COMPASS TO
SHAPE YOUR ACTIONS
AND CONDUCT...

Practice what you have learned and
received and have seenin me as my
life was amodd for you to

| CAN DO ALL THINGS THROUGH
CHRIST WHO STRENGTHENS ME!

aul could have nothing, he
Qcould have everything, it

made no difference, because
in any dtuation he had Jesus Chrigt.
The person who lives in Christ can
cope with anything.

Paul had found that the way to
have srength wasto bewesk but with
the boundless confidence in the abil-
ity of Christ to match and take care
of every Stuation with srength and
morethan enough strength for every-
thing. God's power is made perfect
in our weakness because we can
handle so few things but the power

of God working through our wesk-
ness can do wonders. It brought Paul
to say that | can do dl thingsthrough
Chrigt who strengthens me.

Right now pray thet God will help
you to keep your mind on the things
of heaven and not the things of this
world andinyour weskness, Heshdl
supply al of your needsand dl of the
power to overcome the problems of
the day so that your compass dways
pointsin a Godly direction and your
wak follows and your mind is fixed
on Him.

follow. You must look upon the
things of God to arrive at your ac-
tions and not follow the ways of the
world because they lead to destruc-
tion. Guard your mind and do not
let evil dipinwithyou being unaware
Keep your mind from away from
thingsof agnful nature. Reflect upon
the things of God and alow only
those things to shape your actions
and conduct.
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